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1861 Excerpt: ...or columnar masses. It
feels remarkably smooth and does not stain
the fingers. Slightly heavier than water.
Burns with a greenish flame, and emits a
very strong, sweetish bituminous smell,
leaving a light yellowish-coloured ash.
Localities. Jet is found principally in marly,
schistose, or sandy beds in France; near
Wittemberg in Prussia; in the amber mines
on the coast of the Baltic, where it is
known by the name of Black Amber; and
in Alum shale in the neighbourhood of
Whitby in Yorkshire, in hard and
darkcoloured bituminous shale forming the
lower part of the Upper Lias formation. Jet
is made into various articles, and is
especially used for mourning-ornaments.
The value of the jet manufactured at
Whitby in 1855, amounted to ?20,000. In
France the departments of Aude, of the
Var, the Pyrenees, of Ariege, and of
Ardennes are celebrated for this
production. In the last century 1200 men
were employed in the department of the
Aude alone, in carving and turning the Jet
of that neighbourhood into beads, rosaries,
buttons, bracelets, earrings, necklaces,
snuff-boxes, drinking vessels, and into
pieces cut in facets, for mourning
ornaments. 1000 cwts. were yearly
consumed for these purposes, but the trade
has now greatly fallen off. Considerable
quantities are still, however, exported to
Turkey, Senegal, but chiefly to Spain, to
which latter country Jameson states that
manufactured Jet to the value of 18,000
livres was sold in 1805. This substance is
the Gagates of the ancients, who gave it
that name after the River Gaga, or the town
of Gagis in Lycia, where it was originally
found. The modern JEWREINOWITE.
words, Jayet, Jais, or Jet are doubtless
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derived from the ancient name Gagates or
Gagat. Artificial Jet is made of a kind of
black glass, which is either ...
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